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«“ The Right Hon. Gentleman, [Mr. Pitt] who takes great pride to himself fot the support he is about 
« to lend to his successors in office, has made a strange asertion: according to him, rhe worse the country 


« js ,ituated, the more ready should the House be lend their assistance to ministers ! 


What would be the 


« effect of such dectrine, if it were to be adopted by the House? Would it net annihilate their first 


* duties, by extuungui 


shing that vigilance and jealousy by which alone those dutics can be performed :” 


—Max. Suaripan’s SPrtca, Fes. 16, 1801. —Debrett’s Parliamentary Register, Vol, II. of Lior, p. 558. 
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Letter III. 


TO R. B. SHERIDAN, ESQ. M. P. 


Sin, ——The desire which I have to pre- 
serve my proper place in the estimation of 
honovrable men, is the motive by which | 
have been actuated in hitherto setiously ad- 
dressing you on the subject of your misrepre- 
seniations; but, in coming to your fourth 
charge, | am really at a loss to know how to 
answer, with a grave face, to the general ac- 
cusation of treating “ with derision and con- 
‘“ tempt the GOVERNMENT and all the sus- 
“ ALTERN ENTRUSTED POWERS. You 
could not bave been serious in preferring 
this charge. It must bave been meant as 
one of those banters, with which you are in 
ihe habit of entertaining the House; and 
the mortification that you must have expe- 
rienced, at its failing to excite bursts of 
laughter, must have been little short of that 
which you are said to have suffered, when, 
on the first representation of your oti@r 
School for Scandal; the audience, in sober 
simplicity, applauded aH‘the fime sentiments 
utiered by Joseph Surface, while Lady Tea- 
zie was concealed bebind the screen. How 
could your new right honourable friends, 
cheek by jowl with you on the Trea- 
sury Bench, have so mistaken you! You, 


! 
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the agreement of several news papers. a3 te 
this ; oint, there are some marks of internal 
evidence, which show it to have been the 
fair sense of your, language. Why, then, 
instead of the person of his Majesty, did you 
substitute the abstract term government, un- 
less it were for the pleasure of introducing 
one of your old jacobinical sophistries? The 
expression may, indced, frequently be used ; 
but, it is peculiarly improper, where it is ap- 
plied in reference to a supposed libellous ar- 
tack, which must always be presumed to be 
directed against some living person, and not 
against a metaphysical creature of the ima- 
ginaiion or the intellect. —The governa ent, 
properly so called, is a monarchy, consisting 
of Kings, Lords, and Commons, or, in anor 
ther view, of the Church and the State. To 
prove, that I had nef derided or coutemned 
thts government is what [am not called upon 
to do; it was your place to prove that I Aad; 
but. if to have been, during the whole of 


| my political life, the constant evlogist of this 


government; if to have extolled it as the 
wisest, the most just, the most merciful, 
and the most free, in the world; if to have 
exerted all my feeble powers in showing its 
superiority over even the government of the 
country in which I was many years regi- 





whom, for years, they have never-known, |"ding;-.if to have zealously, perseveringiy, 
except by the epigrams and _ jests, by | and disinterestedly, endeavoured to defend it 
which you have derided and endeavoured | against all its revilers, fogeiga and domestic, 
to bring into contempt, every branch and | yourse/f not excepted: if uever to have let 
power of the government, whether civil, fall one single expression disrespectful to- 
iuilitary, or ecclesiastical !——-But, Sir, in yards his Majesty, or towards any one mem- 
MR 6, to the charge itself, the first ; ‘of his family; if, on all occasions. to 
ing that strikes one, is, its curious phrase- have made it my pride ,to be devoted to my 
y- What do you mean by “ the go- | Sovereign; if to have constantly boasted of 
‘ERNMENT and all the suBALTERN &N- | my allegiance to him, as the greatest of ho- 
oe ae ee ers?” You could hardly | nours; if to have sacrificed my interest and 
i ™ ” King’s ministers and their under- | my ease, (a have borne persecution, to have 
‘ m8 _40 have extended your noti# 10 the | logt my property, and to have risked my 
ne in office would have been a strikieg | life, rather than remain silent iv the hear- 
nce indeed of the art of sinking in ora- | ing of his slanderers: if ail these amount to 


tory, What, then, did you wisb to be un- | a proof of my not having derided and con- 
HP temned the government of my country, that 


by these quaing terms? Your and 
‘ny Sovereign, and the ministers under him? | proof will, [ trast, be found upon record, 
long aficr your factious rabble-coaxing hia- 
g y g 


ig fo lay too much stress on the 
* News-paper report: but, besides | rangues shail haye sunk into their merited 


“ ; 
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oblivion. ——J1 is, however, fair, T think, to 
presume, that you meant to charge me with 
treating the mmusters with derision and-cen- 
tempt, an act which, ] hope, is not very cri- 
minal, because, of it I do really tee) myself 
compelied to plead guilly.——it is my duty 
** to honour and obe) the King, and a// that 
* are put in @uthority under him.” ‘The 
King cau do no wrong: } am not at liberty 
to judge of his actions; and, I am bound, 
at all times, to yield bim hosour and obe- 
bience. but, as io those who are put in au- 
thont ander bim, the obligation is very 
different indeed, With resp:ct to them | 
have the power and right of judging ; and, 
considering them individually, } a: bound 
to give to each no other honour than that 
which is due from me to him, and to sub- 
mit to no ether than his /aw/fu/ autherity — 
itis, too, very evident, that the injunction, 
on which this doctrine is founded, app.ics 
to none but magistrates, or persons whose 
office it is to entorce the execution of the 
Jaws ; persons bearing to the people the be- 
hests of the king; and, even to such per- 
sons, at such times only as they are acting 
in their official capacities, and while they 
confine their actions within the bonnds of 
tuelsw. As tothe application, then, of this 
religious principle, vast indeed is the dif- 
feretice between a meagisiralte and a minis 
fer; the office of the tormer is onchange- 
able in its nature, and is necessary to the 
existence of the monarchy, while the na- 
ture ot the Jaiter may be varied at pleasure, 
pnd while the thing nself may be dispensed 
with. The magistrate isthe executor of laws 
already made and sanctioned, and therefore, 
he c ues to us clothed with the whole av- 
thority of che state; whereas, in the minis- 
ter we see notbing but the projector of mea- 
sures, Which measures we have always a 
right, and, it is sometimes our duty, to cri- 
ticis¢, 16 tind fault with, to remonstrate 
against, and to prevent the execution of by 
aif the ywful means iy our power; the ma- 
gistfate speaks the commands'ef the King, 
the nunister is only bis adviser, an office to- 
tilly uckvown to the faw: ‘as minister, 
therefore, he is yt pat in authority over the 
people, vor is be, merely because he is mi- 

pisicf, eatiticd fo any honour or obedience 

from them. He ts, indeed, the servant of the 

King, and thay circgmstance wil] necessarily 

edd weight to tie character which be may 

aircedy possess; but, of itself, it gives him 

ne tude to honour or obedience, any more 

than if he were the King's gardener instead 

of his annyste: \ 1ewiot t.lussters in this 

Pgit, ft toltows of curse, tt atl by no mean; 

Fegaid ibem as shicidced trom ibat derision ’ 
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and contempt, which glaring imbecility and 
meanness seldom tail to bring upon the rest 
of mankind; and, as I treely confess, shat 1 
have dended and contemned, and that [ 
still do deride and contemn, the present mi- 
nisters, it only reniaias for me to shew, that 
this derision’ and cortempt are justly be- 
stowed; a task, Sir, in which I beg leave to 
avail myself of your assistance. ——In justi- 


fication of any part of my conduct, public 


or private, God. forbid> that "I should ever 
plead your. example; but, in a case where 
the charge turns merely vpon opinion, and 
where it is preferred by you, I am certainly 
free to cite the opinion, which you have ex- 
pressed upon the subject. Let us see, then, 
what this opinion is.——Daring the debate 
of Feb. 16, 1861, on the motion for the 
House to go into a Committee of Sup- 
ply, you took some little pains to give 
un adequate description of the present 
ministers, After drawing an_ horrible 
caricature of the state of the country, as to 
its warlike and pecuniary means; after 


pathetically lamenting the creation of 
300,000,000 of debt and “ the widoweng o! 


the country of 200,0c0 men;”’ after reject- 
ing, with di-dain, the doctrine of support- 
ing ministers, because the nation was upon 
the brink of ruin; after censuring Mr. Pitt 
for his apparent intention to support his 
successors, you declared those successors tobe 
unworthy of the confidence of the House, 
and you gave of them the following de- 
scription ;—“ It is triumphantly asked, 
“ whether our allies and the people wi! 
* not look for the same degree of vigour 
* and ability from the new-administration, 
“ standing On the same ground and fight- 
“ing the same battle as their predeces- 
* sors I mut certainly reply in the nega- 
* tive. The reasoning on this occasion !s 
* of a most singular description. When 
* the crew of a vessel is préparing for ac- 
“tion, it js usual, I khow, to clear the 
* decks by throwing overboard the lum- 
“ ber; but I never heard of such a ma- 
“ neuvre as that of throwing their great 
‘guns over board. Jt is not usual, I be- 
“ lieve, when a ship is to“be boarded, for 
“ ihe great ¢annonades, on the ‘quarter- 
“ deck, loaded with grape-shot, to be sent 
“to the sea, rather than pomted at the 
“enemy, Nor (since I am upon similies 
* of vessels) will ie be reckoned a good 
“captain, who, in a storm, or’ in case of 
“ flight, instead of cutting away the bro- 
“ken masts to lighten the vessel, allows 


Ca 


* them to stand and only cuts away the 
* belm. But, as these simiilies, however 
“ 


trequently used, are sometimes misu- 
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selves. 


derstood, I will draw one from a prac- 
tice, which is much in use amongst our- 
When an. election committee ts 


- jy med, the watchword is, to shorten the 
« bustness by &uocking out the brains, that 


** 


‘is, by striking trom the cominittee-list 
- the names of those gentlemen, who may 


happen to understand the subject. In 


‘ this sense, the Right Honourable Gen- 
‘tlewan (Mr. Pitt) has now, literally 


‘knocked out the brains of the Administra- 


‘zion, and then, clapping a mask on the 


: skeleton, he cries, here 1s as fine vigour 


‘ and talent for you as any body can wish 
‘to see! This empty skull, this skeleton 


administration, this is the phantom that 


‘ is Lo over-awe our enemies, -and to com- 


e. 


mand the confidence of the House and 
of the people.”’—-—This, Sir, was the 


mcture, which you drew of the ministry, 
of those very same men, the treating of 


W 


hom with derision and contempt. you 


lave now thought proper to impute. to. me 


as a political crime. 


tery 


‘ 
; 


ai 


You will hardly at- 


pt to come off by pretending, that, at 
e time when you drew this picture, you 


were unacquainted with the great virtues 


we 5 
i taicnts, which you have since disco- 
red in the Addingtons and Hawkesbu- 
$3 but, if you should, I shall ask you to 


‘ 3 . | ¥ ; ° ° a 
name the epoch when this discovery was 


‘ 


nade; because, at the end of fifteen 


onths, from the time when the speech 


ales . ° 
ove quoted was delivered, I still find you 


tr 


° 
4 


eating the ministers with all possible de- 
‘ion aid contempt.-—“ There,” said you, 


‘your speech of the 14th of May, iS8oz, 


There he (Mr. Addington) sits to re- 


‘ ceive the attacks of the new confede- 


te 


* Out great in talents. 


ay 


‘ 


- 


racy, who are not strong in numbers 
ar He is a sort of 
ME Slade Passenger, or rather a@ man lead- 


1% ’ 


$ te Lorses round a corner, while reins 


: and whip and all are in the hands of the 


‘cacaman on the box [looking at Mr. 
—s who sat above Mr. Addington }. 
‘hen the ex-minister quitted office al- 
most al the subordinate ministers kept 
their places. -How was this? The only 
“a) an which I can solve this division 
of parts js this :— Aristophanes tells, a 
“J Somewhat in point, He says, that 
heseus sat so long in one posture, 
iPeshapa as-longas the ex-minister sat 
se Treasury Bench) that he adhered 
cae so that, when Hercules 
an patch him away, in a sudden 
PAR ean portion of his SITTING 
py “4S LEPT BEBIND Him [Loud 
oa feals of langbter}. The House 


it ca B . . 
OQ WACY the application,” ——¥ es, Sir, 
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it was, indeed, very easy to make the appli- 
cation, and, I dare say, you wish it was as 
easy for you to blot both application and fa- 
ble from the pages of the Parliamentary Re- 
ports, and from the memory of the nation. 
If, Sir, the ministers were not proper 
objects of derision and contempt, how are 
we to account for your conduct; and, if 
they were, to what are we to ascribe the 
charge, which you have now preferred 
against me? For, I hardly think you will 
contend, that the right of bestowing deri- 
sion and contempt upon ministers belongs 
exclusively to you, whether we consider 
you as the maker of speeches or the writer 
of plays. Unless, therefore, you can de- 
duce some reason from the sub.equent con- 
duct of ministers, or from the ctrcumstances 
of the times, you will, I imagine, find it 
very difficult indeed to maintain those pre- 
teusions to consistency, which of late you 
have so indiscreetly put forward. What, 
then, since you called them an empty skull, 
have the ministers done to regain, or rather 
to create and to acquire your respect? If 
you reply, that they have made peace, you 
are still embarrassed with the odious, the 
foul, and almost filthy picture which you 
drew of thein in May 1S02. after the peace 
was made and ratified. And, what have 
they done since the ratification of the peace 
of Amiens; since you represented them as 
out-side passengers upon the state coach, 
as postiliions, as the sitting part of their 
predecessors ; which of their actions, which 
of the blessings chat they have, since that. 
time, brought upon their country, which of 
their achievements is it, that has wrought 
so wonderful a change in your opinion, 
that has tran formed you frem their assail- 
ant into their defender? Were you con- 
verted by ob-erving the salutary cHects of 
the peace; by contemplating the tranquil- 
iity and security enjoyed by the nation 
from May 1802, to March 1803? Was it 
ihe discovery made by the bundle of gar- 
bled papers relative to the negotiations at 
Paris; was it the conduct of ministers with 
respect to Mr. Peltier and the Press, the 
French Royalists, Switzerland, Holland, 
the Cape, Captain D’Auvergne, and the, 
French Commercial Agents; was it the 
renewal of the war just after the surrender 
of our conquests had been completed ;. was 
it their economy im dismanthng the ficet 
and disbanding the army, Or their liberality 
in imposing twelve milliohs of new taxes ; 
was it their measures with Ttegard to Han- 





‘over, their activity in England, their vizi+ 


lance in Ireland; was it their coalescing 


: with Mr. Tierney, or-was it, Sis, their re- 
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jection of the offer of his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales? What, again [| ask, 
what part of their conduct, what point in 
the series which terminated with their be- 
coming your miserable puppets; what par- 
ticular instance, in this long course of im- 
becility and meanness, is now to have the 
honour of being chosen as the foundation 
of your change of opinion; of serving you 
as a justification for having become the 
panegyrist of men, whom you have here- 
tofore uniformly treated with every mark 
of derision.and contempt?——Will you 
say, that your opinion of the ministers is 
not changed, and that your private feelings 
have yielded to the public good, which, in 
such perilous times, demands a suspension of 
all party hostility? Will you plead your 
** true English feeling,’ and will you tell 
me, that it is not my derision and con- 
tempt, 4s considered merely with respect 
to ministers, that you find fault with, but, 
as considered with respect to the fimes ? 
Yes, this is the justification, which you set 
up, and which your numerous typographical 
friends and companions are daily endea- 
vouring to palm upon the world. But, 
Sir, how will you, upon this principle, jus- 
tify the derision and contempt, which you 
lavished on the ministers in February, 
1807, a season of great danger, and of pub- 
lic anxiety and alarm almost unparalleled 
in our history? The ministers, these 
very ministers, had just becn nominat- 
ed to their offices, but, owing to the 
indisposition of his Majesty, they had not as 
yet been duly invested with official authority. 

uring this distressing and awful interval, 
all party hostility would indeed have been 
suspended, aod even forgotten, by any man 
who had a true English heart in his bosom ; 
but, this was the time which you selected for 
the purpose of decrying the persons whom 
his Majesty bad appointed to be his minis- 
ters; this was the very time which you 
chose for representing them as an inefficient 
brainless. crew; and, when you were re- 
minded of the perils of the country, your an- 
swer was, that ic yield to such reasening, 
would be to suffer the azniki/ation of ibe 
Jirst duties of Pariament,*——Leaying you, 
Sir, to reconcile your own practice with the 
rule of condect, which you wish to impose 
upen me, I shall close this letter with an 
observation applicable to all the charges, 
which were brought against me by you and 
coadjutor Mr. Archdall, and whieh, if 
pam deceived, | have completely re- 
‘wad. ~~ These charges appear to have 
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arisen from your want of discefning the 
great diflerence between my situation and 
views, and the situation and views of your- 
self and Mr. Archdall. This your worthy 
colleague has actually fallen into the course, 
towards which you have, for sometime, been 
bending: he is already creeping under the 
tree, the fruit of which you have lng been 
eyeing from a distance, and which you are 
now apprcaching by slow, and, as you think, 
certain steps. I blame, therefore, the con- 
duct neither of you nor Mr. Archdail, as far 
as relates to your endeavours to prop up the 
minister; for, according to the opinion of 
that great moralist, Rabclais, whose princi- 
ples and pursuits seem to have borne some 
affinity to your own, ‘* si le singe a de l’or a 
«“ donner, il faut toujours Oter son chapeau 
“ au singe.” What I complain of is, that 
you should expect and demand from me 
conduct similar to yours, when you musi 


| know, that I am not actuated by similar mo- 


tives, For you to crave a truce to all op- 
position; for you to cry, “ never mind who 
‘¢ is minister ;” for you to ask for confidence 
in men in a direct proportion to the danger 
produced by their measures; for you to ap- 
plaud the sencerity of ‘‘ a mask ;"’ for you to 
confide in the wisdom of an “ empty skull;” 
for you to rely on the vigour of “ a skele- 
“ton;” for you to adore the “ sitting 


| part,” while you -hate and revile the heart 





and the head ; for you to act thus is per- 
fectly natural, while it is quite as natural 
for me to pursue a contrary course.— Having 
now, Sir, answered your charges against 
myself and my work, I shall, in my nextf 
take up the remaining points, which | have 
proposed to discuss, and which will, I pre- 
sume, be found to be of a nature far more 
interesting than that of the preceding ones. 
But, though your “ true English feeling,’ 
though your boasted constancy and consisten- 
cy, together with your theatrical and par- 
liamentary connexion with the neqws-printers; 
though all these charming topics should 
drop from my pen in duliness double dis- 
tilled, I beg you to recollect, that the cor- 
respondence was not ef my seeking, aud 
that it is to you and not tome, that the pud- 
lic will Jook for an apology.——I 4™, 
Sir, your, &e. &c. Wa. Cosppett. 
August 30th, 1808, | 





TO THE EDITOR. 
_ Stn,—-—Perbaps there never was a time 
in \be annals of the British Empire that re- 
quired greater abilities and: figmness ip th¢ 
Cabibet,.and greater Magoaniunity, fortitude, 
and Courage among the people, In a con- 
test of such haguitude and so franght wits 
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danger; a contest in which our very exis- 
tence is at stake, we should expect to find 
men most famed for wisdom and experience, 
who have been long tried, approved of, and 
esteemed by the nation, placed at the bead 
of affairs, and wielding with a firm hand, 
the incalculable energies of a brave and 
loyal people. No common degree of bold- 
ness, decision, and comprehension of mind, 
should characterize ministers in doubtful 
and stormy times; and especially ministers 
of this country, who ought, from their sta- 
tions as rulers of a mighty Empire, never to 
follow, but at all times to take the lead in 
the intricate politics of Europe. From 
watching and following the motions of an 
enemy ; from the timid and enervating views 
of mere defensive operations, no praise 
cither for intrepidity er capacity, for deep 
penetration or extensive design can either 
justly be claimed or bestowed. The spirit, 
resolution, and courage-of this country, in 
the hands of men of vigour and capacity, 
especially in these seasons of feverish alarm, 
when there is felt both an inclination and an 
energy unknown in peaceful -times, is such 
as would prove fully adequate not merely to 
repulse an invader and confine him within 
his shores, but to rescue from his cruel fangs 
the oppressed nations of Europe. Our com- 
merce and trade have created us a navy, 
great and terrible beyond example. Are 
the population and spirit of the country not 
sufficient to produce armies or an armed 
people equaily formidable to our enemies ? 
They certainly are; and need only a due 
share of magnanimity and address to orga- 
nize them; and no very refined nor exten- 
sive views of policy to perceive what weight 
and influence such a meastite must have in 
restoring peace and security not only to this 
Empire but to the whole world. Wee live 
hot in common times. We have no com- 
mon enemy to contend with. We behold a 
+ pore ean raised ap the broad basis 
» populous Empire, and sup- 

Sa by all that is great in capacity and 
docsnaeie 1D shane stem om at universal 
lant dalle rar threatening destraction to the 
of val as liberty. Let us be apprized 
tees te Wr min let us be prepared to 
pd a i nae and undavotea hearts, 
merely fut . pared to meet it: and let us not 
' rs Soy sm it ata distance, and in- 
fo oalaiel oo thander of our fleets 
every ai or enemy, ‘but let us view it in 
owaiak = othe — borror which it would 
we by dul ‘Gawardiee GPa tate can 
the F ardice and itresolution, suffer 

© French to subd 22.504 : 

this’ comngs eS aa The p le ad 
FY ovght to be aware that all the 
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cruel!ties the French have perpetrated, whe- 
ther’ in their own country, in Italy, or in 
Egypt, will be mild in comparison to the fe- 
rocity and barbarity they would every where 
exhibit should they once get a footing among 
us. Oureducation, babits, and principles ; our 
religion and liberties, and indeed every fea- 
ture of the British character would ill assor¢ 
with the stern aspect of lawless despotism ; 
would ill bear the brutal violence and insti- 
gated cruelties of ruffians who have no prin 
ciple of honour, or faith; who have no feeling, 
no compunction, no mercy. Hollow muré 
murs would fill up the pause of suspicious 
silence. The free-born Briton could not ree 
press his indignant feelings amidst the ha- 
vock and devastation of his country. He 
could not look on, as an indifferent specta- 
tor, at the tortures and massacre of his coun- 
trymen and relations. He could not hear 
the cries of the innocent victims of the bru- 
tal lust or wanton craelty of the lowest and 
vilest of the species, without braving the fu- 
ry of his oppressors in their behalf Every 
field would be a field of blood: every fami- 
ly a scene of mourning: every place the 
charnel house of liberty, the grave of free- 
dom. The whole island, one vast prison, 
one bloody scene of proscriptions and mas- 
sacre; one dreary waste of lost indepen- 
dence and intolerable slavery; where no 
joy could ever dwell; no hope could ever 
come but from wild despair or premature 
death Other nations overrun by the French, 
though they suffered much, yet had ne- 
ver known the value of liberty, wor felt 
the free unshackled mind; were unacquainte 
ed with the noble pride of independence, 
They feil not from such « height of glory as 
we would fall. The proud monuments of 
our greatness, and the still more valuable 
blessings of all that can adorn, all that can 

exalt human nature, would sink under the 
iron rod of oppression. Is there any so re- 

mote or so incredulous to whose ears the awe 

ful and tremendous revolution’ of Europe 

have not reached, on whose callous mind 

the imperfect descriptions of French ferocity 

and cruelty have made no impression? Is 

there any so fond of lawless dominion, so 

eager for rapine and blood; who, with 

minds 6o base, with hearts so degenerate, 

would prefer the jealous despotism of a Cor 

si¢ati tyrant, to the mild government of our 


- Graciows King; or who would not, at this 


awful! crisis, come forward and say, “ be- 
“ fore God and my country, [ swear to de- 


© fend her rights and independence, with 
the last drop of my blood?” If there be 


any-euch among us, in God'ename transport 
them te the soil of Franct, so rank and foul 
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. victory and death? 


witb traitors, and let them come in the van 
of the tyrant’s army to meet, on their native 
shores, the just vengeance of their country- 
men. Tet them not, by their unwortby 
complaints, weaken cur energy. Let them 
not, by their cowardly insinuations, damp 
our courage. Let them not by their tem- 
porising policy, dissolve our unanimity. Let 
them not, by their mean submission, fami- 
liarise us to the language and aspect of sla 

very. The spirit of this country, | trust, 1s 
very different from this mean, I had almost 
said, this traiterous disposition, with which a 
few, and but a few, are actuated. The same 
spirit that roused the Athenians to meet 
their foes on the plains of Mara han, ought 
to inspire us to an equally glorious achieve- 
ment. ‘The same spirit that fired the heroic 
breast of Scipio and those Romans who 
fought the decisive battle of Zama on a hos- 
tile land, should animate us not to wait for, 
but anticipate the blow *. Let us not con- 
fine it to a few who may have more ‘interest, 
but, I hope, not more inclination, to come 
forward and defend their country, The spi- 
rit of patriotism is as fierce and terrible in the 
breast of the peasant as in that of the 
wealthiest subject of the kingdom. With 
him it does not evaporate in empty words, or 
in mere contributions. It may even be un- 
known to himself till excited by emulation, 
felt by contrast, and roused by danger.—— 
I respect and honour the promptitude of 
those who voluntarily offer their services 
for the defence of their country. In times, 
such as these, every mark of public spirit, 
from whatever quarter it comes, ought to 
be cherished and blown up to a flame. 
Whatever rank in society they hold; what- 
ever their personal merits may be, they 
cannot, in such a blaze of patriotism, and 
amidst the general indignation of men 
of all descriptions against the common ene 

my, be either remiss or backward in their 
duty. Let us chear them by our praises, 
not retard, not despirit them a ungenerous 
insinuations. None of them, I trust, grasps 
asword, or handles a musket, but has de 

termined in his mind, should the enemy 
reach our shores, to conquer or die. 
What other alternative is there between 
If we were not what 
we are, and had not such a prize, such a 
possession to lose, caution might be neces- 
eary in entrusting the defence of the king- 





* The maxims ‘of the Romans, to remove 
seat Of war, from their own, into be kaciny’s Moker 
try, was cqually wise and safe: and the counsel of 
Scipio to this eflect, was founded upon the justest 
@ad mos catemsive views of policy. 
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dom to such hearts and hands only as were 
known to be staunch and firm. But here 
we have one common interest that impe- 
riously calls upon every man to stand firm, 
if he would ensure the undisturbed posses- 
sion of all that can render property, friends, 
and the noblest blessings of life desirable. 
] wou!donly make it one great nationa! mea- 
sure, as it ought to be, and not leave it to the 
exertions of individuals, who, though zea- 
lous and ardent in the cause, cannot be ex- 
pected to have such influence or such au- 


thority as to bring the whole population of 


the country into active preparation. | 
would extend it to the peasantry of every 
denomination, and endeavour to rouze 
them by the love they bear to their parents, 
wives and children, to come forward and 
arm in their defence. It requires seme de- 
licacy and address indeed, to work upon 
their feelings and even to make them com- 
prehend their duty. Their views are con- 
fined, not fallacions. Their temper ts sus- 
picious, not fickle. Their loyalty is sincere, 
not ostentatious. Their courage steady, 
not impetuous, It requires address to coun- 
teract their habits, to turn and famuliarise 
their minds to new objects, and to induce 
them to perform extraordinary duties with 
chearfulness. It is well known, from many 
recent and terrible examples, how easily 
artful men can work upon their feelings and 
passions; how easily they are trained to 
the most desperate actions without any ra- 
tional aim or settled purpose. It is only 
necessary to touch a master string in thei 
breasts; to appeal to their passions by 
strong and urgent motives; and you ma\ 
lead them, as easily, to what is great an! 
magnanimous, as to what is sordid and base. 
From the undebauched peasantry of this 
country, men of upright minds, uncorrupt- 
ed principles, and sound understanding, al! 
appeal to their honour and independence 
would, in the present emergency, be 
warmly received. To their honour and in- 
dependerce, to their manly and.generovs 
feelings, and not to any sordid views ¢! 
interest, that must fetter and chain dow» 
their minds, I would appeal. Let them 
not be wronged, norany undue hardship b¢ 
putupon them, and they will come for ard 
at the voice of their country. Do not hire 
them to fight for their country instead ot 
teaching them that they have a deep inte- 
rest in defending it. Alleviate, their bu'- 
dens instead of. increasing their pay: 
Those who work for a recompense regs" 

it more than the end or intention of the! 
labour. Donot degrade them.so much 1# 
their own estimation (for on valgar mics 
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$33] , 
it must have this effect) as to hire them to 
fight for their lives, like mercenaries, in- 
stead of rousing them by all the great and 
magnanimous virtues which grow out of 
true, disinterested patriotism. On great 
and extraordinary occasions, like the pre- 
sent. every motive that can induce patrio- 
tic feelings and heroic conduct should be 
employed. And what other motive more 
powerful than a conviction that our free- 
dom is at stake? Tins is the prize for 
which we must all contend. The undis- 
turbed possession of this, is the noblest, most 
honourable reward we can obtain. All 
other objects are nothing compared to this. 
The tymint’s soldiers may acquire pay and 
plunder, a mercenary boon, fit only i.w ad- 
venturers and slaves. Let us cultevaie a 
Roman spirit and sacrifice every thing for 
freedom. In it are comprehended parents, 
relations, friends, property, country, re- 
ligion and laws, and every enjoyment that 
a free born Briton alone can prize. With- 
out it, we are nothing, and are worth no. 
thing. In this island, as in her chosen 
temple, freedom has long dwelt. Here, as 
on the altar of the universe, the sacred fire 
has long burned. Her hardy votaries raised 
to her, in many a bloody field, trophies of 
eternal renown. Many a tyrant felt the 
sizhtening of her eye, and the vengeance of 
herarm. Britons, in the cause of freedem, 
have dared every thing, have endured every 
thing. In that sacred cause, the mature 
work of ages, the complicated wisdom of 
many generations, nothing too ardaous 
for them to attempt. No sacrifice, but 
the sacrifice of liberty itse'f, too great. No 
danger, but the danger offosing it, terrible. 
We stand alone, a single nation, intrepid 
and fearless, not only in defence of our 
own hberties, but the liberties of Europe; 
and not only of Europe, but of every na- 
tion barbarous or Civilized, remote or near, 
upon the face of the earth. On each single 
arm rests the-liberty of millions, Oneach 
patriotic deed depends the happiness of 
thousands.» On each generous resolve 
hangs the fate of nations! This is no ex- 
Rete pe Se heightened and co- 
din reg eee Look abroad over 
traction duspniemaberie Sie “ener y, Gi, 
én follow helio tyranny that precede 
eiitiien suas = ating career of French 
Prospect of Brit de an to the refreshing 
istn, nobly sdebaice oe er and hero- 
myrmid w & es ng, alone, the suecessful 
Case wisaimes mg and say, if -evet 
Was:more “46 a rious, if ever freedom 
If Tam not decei peated seleany sabwhy 2k 

~ ceived in the view 1 take of 
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our felative situation to the other states of 
Europe, and the dangers with which we 
are at present threatened, I do not knowa 
state of more awful responsibility i» which 
the ministers of this kingdom ever stood to 
God, to their King, and to their country. 
They have a terrible combat to susiain, that 
requires the full vigour and application of 
the greatest abilities, to come off with ho- 
nour. If they cannot deserve the praise 
of capacity; for in the present emer- 
gency, no ordinary capacity can grasp 
and direct the mighty engine of this go- 
vernment with all its energy and etlect; 
let them at least deserve the praise of 
magnanimity, by yielding up their sta- 
tions and posts to those whose comprehen- 
sive minds and intrepid resolution, can plan 
and direct, and carry into execution, méa- 
sures of such magnitude and extent as may 
ultimately both save, and place the nation 
in a state of absolute security. It 1s not 
by putting in motion one part or twoof the 
defence of the country, by which we can 
reasonably hope to be extricated with ho- 
nour from the present context. It isnot by 
a recurrence to former precedents, limited 
in comparison to the maguilude of our pte- 
sent operations, that we shall baffle and 
humble our enemy. It is by bringmg 
the whole nation, in all] its parts, withall 
its energy force and power, to bear, fir:t, 
upon the point of attack, and then upon 
the most assailable, and most vulnerable 
part of our opponent’s possessions. It is 
not brute matter that our ministers have 
to work upon, nor is it the slavish, me- 
chanical mind, that is targht to move ‘in 
any direction its rulers please to give it; 
but it is the free-born, noble mind of Br’- 
tish subjects, that requires both delicacy 

and address to winit; that, being won, 
requires only candor and capacity to move 

it, with great effect, in any direction not 

hostile to freedom. The spirit of thése 

who form the great strength of this country, 

is, I am persuaded, not sufficiently known, 

and, of course, not duly appreciated. “It 

is, alas! too frequently subjected to petty 

tyrants, ignorant, often, as they are weak, 

and brutish. as they are wicked. Butrit 

is capable of great efferts, of unceasing 

perseverance, of desperate resolution. The 

peasantry of this country are a hardy, bold 

and patient race: sober,temperate, steady ; 

and unacquainted with false principles eiiher 


of religion or government. They are, pes- 


haps, of all descriptions of men of. the 
same rank in any nation, the most intel- 
ligent, and the farthest. removed from 
infidelity and dissipation of any kindy Such 
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mare the real strength of the nation, 
wh they stand not in such a _ pro- 

ut point of view as mechanics and 
blareicciurers, who, united together in 
te » casiy take that. impulse which 


r Ke anc. curiosity never fail to have 


‘iow the same pursuits 
sided by the samé. principles. 


the men who conquered at 


7 , woe 


‘ Agincourt; whohad, in their 
¢ ursuits, weathered the storms and 
tempes s, and were seasuned to hardships 
anc totagucs, Such are the men, whoshould 


atove all others, becalled out to the defence 
© ‘heircountry.—l was rejoiced to find that 
the government were so Wise as to pass an 
act for arming the country at large, and 
though the plan did not appear to me to be 
ot that extensive kind which circumstances 
require, yet, I imagined, much might be 
done, with all its defects, if put in execution. 
Tam sorry to find that they have relaxed 
from the measure of compulsion, and have 
- limited their views to volunteers alone. For 
the defence of the country against a foreign 
invader, taking in every circumstance, the 
volunteers with the regular troops might b: 
sufficient; but this, as I shall afterwards 
shew, is not the only thing which our mi 

nisters ought to have in view, This plan of 
mereinternal defence is not what will -se- 
cure us against French ambition. We may 
be alarmed, in the same state of prepara- 
tion, tormonths, for years to come, while 
eur enemy is every day becoming more 
powerful and more audacious, Our secu- 
rity must depend upon great offensive ope- 
rations. If she spirit and resources of this 
country had been broken by any signal ca- 
hamity ; if the nations upon the continent 
were with-held from attacking France by 
any thing but fear, 1 should be far from ad- 
Vising such a measure. But our spirit and 
Kesources are great beyond example; the 
nations upon the continent have more reason 
than cver to embrace every means and every 
Opportunity to free themselves from the 
terror of a merciless and faithless foe. Let 
ws suppose shat. His Majesty’s ministers 
were sensible of this, and knew how to take 
advantage of, and properly emplcy, she 
strength and courage of the country. Ac. 
cording to. the syscem first adopted by. par- 
Ramet, every man. of ascertain description, 
. within the bounds of a Parish or small dis- 
sche aes to be called upon to. repairy, at 
qSertain.times, to a place appointed fopjearn- 
ing his exercise. 1 do not suppose that any 
“kind af compulsion would be necssary,, to 
dyeweut the strength of the country, pro- 
vided the time appointed for learning the 





| 
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exercise was not in addition to their accus- 
tomed labours, but allowed them by. their 
employers, without any diminution of their 
pay. Even the change of employment, and 
the pleasure of mecting together, would be 
considerable inducements. Great caution, 
| apprehend, would be necessary in the 
choice of drill serjeants to teach them their 
exercise. Men accustomed to a sober life 
would resent the bullying speeches and 
profane oaths of a set of officers, who foo!- 
ishly imagine that big words and volleys of 
oaths add to their dignity and inspire fear. 
Wich all sober men, they inspire nothing 
but contempt, with all religious #:en aver- 
sic. and horror. Iam no puritan, but, | 
know something of the nature: of man, and 
how such a mode of conduct would affect 
the peasantry of this country. Prejudice, it 
may be called by our modern fine gentlemen, 
but I would be sorry to-see such prejudices 
eradicated trom their minds.—Let us sup- 
pose, however, that the young men in a 
dis:rict are embodied, that they meet at sta- 
ted periods to learn their exercise ; and that 
ina short time they can perform the usual! 
evolutions with considerable dexterity, This 
is all that can be expected.of them, by the 
provisions of the act. 1 speak as if it were 
to be carried into execution, But would 
this exercise make them good soldiers, capa- 
ble of meeting and sustaining the shock 


of a regular army, accustomed to a variety 


of complicated movements, and extenstve 
but closely connected operations? To effect- 
uate this, something more is mecessary. 
They ought to be accustomed to act together 
ina body. For this purpose, the different 
corps in each county, should all be required 
to attend upon a certain day at a convenient 
place, and be there inspected by the Gene- 
ral commanding in the distnct. They 
should be encamped for a few days. They 
should be taught to act in concert, and to 
imitate, as nearly as possible, the evolutians 
of a regular army. By this means, they 
would soon become completely disciplined, 
and this nation would be as tormidable by 
her military, as by her oaval power. Such 
atime, should be selected for calling out the 
different corps as would be, least injurious 
to the interests of the country. Those fes- 
tival days,. for, instance, that are usually 
speat in idleness and-ftivoliny, might be 
employed to much better purpose and with 


much, more satisfactiony in the jhardy exer 
| cise of arms. Proper, enequragement should 
. be given for any extraordinary exertion, @ 

Some badges of honour, perhaps, \bestow- 


ed, toistimulate the different corps to excel. 
A miliary and active spirit should be cas® 
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fully kept up, and strict discipline, on all 
occasions. enforced. The consequences of 
this plan may, I think, be obvious to all. 
The nation would become a military nation, 
without much expense, with very little loss 
of time, and without endangering the con- 
stitution, It is an extraordinary measure, 
and therefore the ministers seem to have 
startled at it, but these are extraordinary 


times, and ¢all for no ordinary exertions. It 


would temper the commercial spirit to 
which we are too much inclined, and would 
infuse a life and vigour into the nation 
which it never felt before. But its effects 
would not terminate here. Ifthe exemy 
does not attempt an immediate invasion, hw 
object will be to weary us out, to keep us 
ina state of perpetual alarm, and to watch 
the time when discontent may break out 
among us. We shall, in the mean time, be 
forced to incur immense expense; we shall 
be burthened with oppressive taxes. The 
people, after cheir ardour is cooled, will be- 
gin to murmur, and the most fatal conse- 
quences may ensue. To obviate this, as 
far as human prudence can avail, the 
strictest economy ought to be practised. 
No superfluous waste, no needless offices, 
no unmerited pensions ought to remain as 
a burden upon the people. This would 
reconcile them to the necessity of mea- 
sures; and it is what surely ought to be 
performed. The greatest encouragement 


should be given to enlist in the troops of 


the line. They ought to be augmented 
very considerably. On them all offensive 
‘rerations must depend. The arming of the 
people will form a counterpoise to their 
strength for internal and legal security, and 
will give eficacy and effect to all their 
external operations. This, if I am not 
deceived, is tle only way to save this na- 
tion, in the first instance, and to restore 
the balance of power in Europe. Our mi- 
ninlets seem, however, to be afraid of 
acing the people with their own defence. 
they are really convinced that Buona- 
pale will soon make an attack upon this 
lute ihe, are they so slow bind itreso- 
a et measures? Why are they so 
raf provided with every thing, and so dila- 
4 Ls putting the country in a’ posture of 
til ity ag if our enemy would wait un- 
ni Y Soale throw out a signal that the 
perpeta alle: to receive him? They’ tal 
ger withoe of the tmhagbitude of the dan- 
2 Spnbcett resorting to effectual ‘means 
to support a They Call apen the country 
measures tc em Without “taking instant 
they cap es 5 it. The peaple; when 
} purchase an exemption {row ser- 
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vice in the Militia or Army of Reserve, 


have recourse to this measure. They learn 
the urgency of the danger from the tore 
and preparation of the minister. When- 
ever he is remiss and dilatory, they become 
remiss and dilatory. If he is active and re- 
solute, the nation soon catches the same 
spirit. But at present, the strength of the 
country is not brought into action; it ts left 
rude and undisciplined. A general arming 
would reach to all; would prepare all for the 
combat. And should the French be despe- 
rate enough to hazard an attempt upon us, 
little doubt, I think, may be entertained 
of the issue, The continental powers ought 
to be timely prepared for such an event. 
Upon the ruin of the expedition against 
this country, and the consternation which 
would follow among the French armies, 
they ought to be prepared to begin an im- 
mediate attack upon France, and our mi- 
nistry should have a great force ready to 
send over to the continent to second their 
attempts. We shall then be in no dread 
of a second invasion. Buonaparié will then 
find sufficient employment for his troops at 
home, or should he make the attempt, he 
would find our shores begirt with armed 
hosts ready to oppose nm with the best 
hopes of success, The high and gallant 
character which the British troops formerly 
acquired upon the continent, and recentl 

in Egypt, and the disasters of the French 
expedition, would both dismay the enemy 
and gain entire confidence from the con- 
tinental powers, such, especially, whose in- 
terest it would be to co-operate with us 
towards rescuing themselves from slavery. 
By putting the confederacy under our nia- 
nagement, and placing at the head of ut, 
an experienced, active, intelligent con- 
ciliating officer, what is there that we might 
not effect? Not all the legions of the 
tyrant would be capable of resisting Bri- 
tish valour, seconded by an indignant, in- 
jured people. There would be a noble 
field opened for military fame. Our ge- 
nerals and our soldiers would there acquire 
that character which can only be gained by 
active service, anid which they never can 
acquire when cooped ap within the verge 
of this island. By a powerful co-operation 
France might be driven within her ancient 


limits; the power and renown of her con- 


sular tyrant blasted : his, laurels, plucked 
from‘his brow by the hands of a vindictive 
soldiery, or ah ey ip mebtncs The legi- 
timate king might be estored to his throne, 


and all through the exertions of this coun- 
try. She ought to be, the primum gcbile to 
rouse Uie dormant powers of Europe. Their 
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alliance may be reasonably expected when | professton. 
they perceive the vigour and extent of our | 


preparations to resist and harass the ene- 
my. Jf Buonaparié fail in his attempts 
upon this country they will be forced into 
a war with France. His power depends 
upon opinion alone. When reverse of for- 
tune shall have alienated from him the af- 
fections of his soldiers, he. will soon add 
another name to the long list of tyrants, 
who, for a short time usurped power, and 
fell by the very hands which had been most 
active in raising them to greatness.—I again 
repeat that our success, if not our salvation, 
depends upon a gereral armament of the 
people, and upon training them properly 
to the use of arms. The peasantry and la- 
bourers in this country must be employed 
in case of aninvasion, Better, surely, wou'd 
it be to prepare them beforehand for such 
an event, than have to call for their ser- 
vices in the hour of need, unprepared, 
sgattered in all directions, and, perhaps, 
through a consciousness of their defence- 
less state, deterred from resisting an ene- 
my. Butif they shew that courage which 
I know they possess; and if ever it should 
come to the dernier resort to rely upon their 
exertions, beware, lest in the hour of victory 
and under the direction of improper per- 
sons, they do not, with illegitimate arms, 
attempt to new mode! the constitution, and 
change the government of the kingdom. 
—In gfeat and desperate struggles, bold- 
ness, and anticipation of an enemy’s de- 
signs, under proper management prove ge 
nerally decisive. Much of the success of 
the French, during the last war, may be at- 
tributed to those bold and original plans, 
which men of genius formed andconducted. 
In all our operations, as well as the weapons 
which we use, we are generally humble 
imitators. To what is this owing? Are 
there no men of genius in the nation, or 
do they not meet with that countenance 
and reward which their researches deserve ? 
One cause, I believe, of our falling far 
behind the Fren¢h in military tactics and 
improvements is, because our officers have 
little opportunity to exercise and ca! 
forth their talents. They spend, for the 
most’ part, an inglorious life, carousing, 
Minghag in every fashionable, effemi- 
hg assembly. Too few of them possess 
ucation or industry necessary to adorn or 
rise in their protession, ~Let me be un- 


Serigod . Ispeak not of the generalit t 
~ of the whole collective dae 
‘olfce 


wwe 






! y of military 
ers. There are some, whe, I am 
"-eredibly informed, and their actions speak 

it, are ap honour to themselves and their 
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If is a pity their example 
has not a better effect.—I shall conclude 
this paper with one general reflexion drawn 
from present circumstances. The existence 
of this country as a greatand free nation, if 
I can judge from history and the usual course 
of events, depends upon extensive, prompt 
and decisive measures. At present, the 
minds of the people are so inflamed against 
the audacious threats of the First Consul 
of France, and so eager to repel all his 
attempts, that they willingly submit to 
many sacrifices, and overlook many in- 
stances of oppression and mismanagement, 
which they will not so readily do, if they 
find no effectual measures are adopted to 
free them from their burdens and fears. If 
au invasion does not take place, and no 
revolution happens in the government of 
France, nor some great movement begins 
upon the continent, our taxes must acce- 
mulate toan enormous amount ; commerce 
and trade will suffer severely ; discontent will 
universally prevail, and our nerveless mini- 
sters will find, that the spirit of the country, 
now so ardent and generous, will then have 
either sunk ito apathy, or be wasted into 
bitter and, [ trust, not ineffectual com- 
plaints against themselves. If the dis- 
content ot the country run high, its strength 
may recoil upon them, or be wasted away 
before an invader. Let. them avert these 
dangerous and not improbable evils by 
timely preparation and decisive measures. 
Now is the time for mighty plans and 
mighty deeds. Every moment that is wasted 
in making half-preparations, and meanly 
providing for an insecure defence, is ruin to 
the country, is protracting our misery and 
accumulating our disgrace. 

** Hoc /thacus velit, et magno mercentur 

“* Atridz.” 

Edinburgh, 20 Aug. 1803. OBSERVATOR. § 





TO THE EDITOR. 


Str,—In your last Nomber, where you 
have done me the honour to insert my. letter 
to the Earl of Suffolk, I am sorry to observe 
a typograpbical error, which may wound 
the feelings of a meritorious, much-respect- 
ed, and good officer, and I am confident 
you will be inclined to correct a mistake 
which has arisen either from the ilegibility 
of my writing, or the inadvertdnce of the 
printer.. It was my intention to mention 
the Earl of Craven as ~1 officer whose ™/- 
litary character is but Tittle, known, 2° 
whose public achievements. have not bithet 

* With some {cw of the opinions contained i 
this letter we do aot altogether concur.—Eo1T0*- 
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heen such as to render him particularly 
worthy of a very distinguished mark of ap- 
nrobation.———The Earl of Cavan is, Sir, 
an old, admired, and experienced othcer, 
who has obtained no other favour than that 
of being placed on the staff of Great Bri- 
tain. Had J observed a regiment: bestowed 
on him I should have considered ‘it a due 
s:ward tor long and real services I am, 


Sir, your obedient Servant, A. B.* 














DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Lette, from the SPEAKER of the House oF COMMONS, 
to the Lords Lieutenant of Counties, inclosing the VOTE 
or TUANKS given by rhe House to the VOLUNTEERS. 

House of Commons, Aug. 10, 1803. 

My Lord,—By command of the House of Com- 
mons, | have the honour of transmitting to you 
their unanimous Vete of Thanks to the several 
Volunteer and Yeomanry Corps of the United 
Kingdom, for the promptitude and zeal with 
which, at a crisis the most momenious to their 
country, they have associated for its defence ; ac- 
companied with an order, that a retura be pre- 
pared, to be laid before the House in the next 
Session of Parhament, of all Volunteer and Yeo- 
nianry Corps, whose services shall have been then 
accepted by his Majesty, describing each corps, 
0 order that such recura may be eatered on the 
Journals of the House, and the patriotic example 
of such voluntary exertions transmitted to poste- 
tity.——-In_ communicating this resolution and 
order, I have the greatest satisfaction, at the same 
time, in bearing testimony to the confidence with 
which the House is impressed, that the same spi- 
vit and exemplary zeal will be exerted throughout 
the present contest, until, with the blessings of 
Vrovidence, it shall be brought<o a glorious issuc. 
~—1I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

a Cuas. Ansot, Speaker. 

'o the Right Hon, Lord Se, Se. Se. 

The Vote. 

Resbiiiiestiis pty 10 Die Augusti, 1802, 
Hense the io m. a That the Thanks of this 
meneh i given to the several Volunteer and Yeo- 

y \orps of the United Kingdom, for the 


“nemesis. 





ricthiali THE Epiror.— After correcting the 
wine ich our Correspondeat points out, and 
nek die ase his bur the printers’, we still are 
remark Cd to agree in the full extent with his 
ed, be nobleman in question was, we are inform- 
guittin a creditable example of a young man 
pabia .- Manthey si of rank and fortune, in 
of which b tace the hardships »f a soldier’s life; 
share. We. seems to have takea, too, his full 
of Lord Cenatnan to have wwticel the name 
the West-Indin’ oth upon the Continent, and in 
Served with ome never heard, but that he 
sons of his i petiors credit. To what degree per- 
ference over ‘ete should be alloweda pre- 
Question, Sana rere soldier of fortune, isa nice 
Principle sae Ought to be piven to thiac 
» thouch commonly, in all iikehi 


Much i giy : 
Dot thon present instance we do 
aay opinion, Wes sufficiently informed 40 give 


ihood, too - 
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promptitude and zeal with which, -ata crisis che 
most momentous to their couatry, they have as- 
sociated for its defence.——Ordered, nem. con. That 
a return be prepared :o be laid before this House 
in the next Session of Parliament, of all Volunteer 
and Yeomanry Corps, whose services shall have 
been thea accepted by his Majesty, describing 
each corps in order that such return may be eu- 
tered on the Journals of this House, and the pa- 
triotic examp!e of such voluntary exertions trans- 
mitted to posterity. Ordered, That Mr. Speaker 
do signify the said resolutions and order by letcer 
to his Majesty’s Lieutenant of each County, Rid- 
ing, and Place, in Great Britain, and to his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant of [reland. 








Letter from Lorn Hoparr to the Lonp Provost of 
the City of EDINBURGH, incising a Plan for « 
VoLuntary Navat ARMAMENT. 

[ See Register, page 272.] 
Downing Streer, Auge, 1803. 

My Lord,—I have the honour to transmit the 
outline of a plan tor a Voluntary Naval Arma, 
ment, for the protection of the coast, which has 
received the approbation of his Majesty's confi- 
dential servants, and which, it is believed, may be 
carried to an extent that would complete the secu- 
rity of the coast, under all circumstances, against 
any attempt on the part of the enemy, and be 
likewise productive of other beneficial conse- 
quences. 1 have particular eatisfaction in ac- 
guainting you, that the East-India Company, the 

Corporation of the Trinity House, the Cinque 

Ports, the Proprietors of Lighters employed in the 

Foreign and Domestic Commerce of the Thames, 

and several of the Owners of Ships employed in 

the Coasting Trade, have already come to resolu- 
tions for carrying the proposed plan into execu- 
tion.——The importance of the Commerceof the 

Port of Leith, and the loyal and liberal spirit of 

its inhabitants, animated and encouraged by your 

active and well-directed zeal, afford the strongest 
ground of expectation, that this measure may de- 
rive essential assisiauce from the resources in men 
and shipping which that town possesses, and 
that, by means of a judicious application of those 
resources, the Coast of the County of Edinburgh 
may obtain that constant protection which, you 
must be aware, might not at all times be equally 
attainable by any other means#-—I have the ho- 
nour to be, &c. &e. &c. Hospaart. 

To the Lord Provest of the City of Edinburgh, 
Se. Se. Ee. 








Letter from Lorp Hosarr fo the Logos Lietree 
nanr of Counties, Dated Downing Street, August 
15, 1803. 

My Lord,—I am to request your lordship will 
inform me, with as little delay as possible, wh t 
quantity of arms will be necessary, in addition to 
those already in possession of the Yeomanry and 
Volunteers, to complete the number required for 
the several corps in the County of -——, already 
authorized, :by, his Majesty The number of 
arms, either not re.urned to his Majesty's stores 
at the conclusion of the last war, ‘of Since deli- 
vered to eorps formed in the County of) ——, 
amountsyas farjas has: beenjascessained by the 
Board of, Orduangg, | (0, —-> TTs ¥ our, locdship 


will understand it to. be ntion of Govern- 
ment, thae the whofe cael sei 68 now 
propose# ts be armed, “shdald’ ot exteed six 
times the number of the Militia, exclasivé of che 
Suppk mentary quota———Upon the receipt of 
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your lordship’¢ answer, instractiows will be given 
to the Board of Ordnance, to send the arms to 
suth place within he Couuty of ——, as you 
point out, in order that they may be dis- 
tributed under your lordship's directions, to the 
several corps which may require them.——1 have 
the honow: to be, &-. &c. Hopakt. 
Zo his Mazesty's Licutcnant 
of the County of 
Letter from Lonp Howset to Eant Fitz- 
WILLIAM. 
Downing -street, Aug. 19. 
My Logo, T have had the. honour to re- 
ecive your Lordship’s letter of the 17th, and | lose 
mo time ip acquainiing you, that the printed re 
gulations for volunteer iofantry, issued in June 
Jast, are not to be considered in any respect ap- 
piicable to corps accepted by his Majesty since the 
date of my circular iciter (the 3d) ef Augu:t, re- 
stricting the aliowances betere given to volunteer 
eorps of iniantry, to the allowances of 20s. for 
elotiing, and is. per day for twenty days exer 
#ise; and to corps of cavalry, to the contingent 
allowance of £120 per troop. W ith respect to 
arms—1l have to request your Lordship will in- 
form me ‘what quantity will be necessery (in ad- 
dition to chose with which the several corps can 
provide themselves, and to those already in pos- 
session of the yeomanry anc volunteers), to com- 
plete the number required tor the several corps 
already authurised by his Majesty.——Your Lord- 
ship will understand it to be the intention of go- 
Veramemt, that the whole aumber of wolhuutcers, 
mow propased to be armed, should not excced six 
times the amount of the militia, exclusive of the 
suppicmeutary quota,.——Upon the receipt of 
your 'ordship’s answer to this letter, notructions 
wil) be given to the Board of Ordnance to send 
the arms, as soom as they can be prepared, to such 
place within the riding, as you may point out, 
that they may be distributed under your Lord- 
stup's directions, to the several corps accord. ny to 
your Lordship’s discretion. ——‘Tie discr mina 
tien which it will become your Loidship s vuty & 
amakein the distribution of the proportion of aims 
you will receive, should be guided by a reierc nce 
ao the local siuation of the corps requiring them. 
I have the honvur to be, Hospaar. * 

















INTELLIGENCE. 
Forurey.——The Kiag of Cochin Chi- 
na has published an edict, granting to Eng- 
lish ships free permission to enter ail the 
of his dominions, end exempting them 


rom the payment of port-duties, and every 
other of impost. —— In consequence 
ofa tion made to the Grand 





Signior, -by Gen. Brone, the Ottoman Am 
bassador, whose departure for Paris had been 
pone » Was ia@mediately order- 
od to set abat capuat. . Two impor- 
Sn: the bhi va: have been held, at 
be tn: Whe Lug) ish and French’ mi- 
eh waiGuueentie —— Numerous 
arse banditi have, tor sometithe past, 
the ‘Scmere parts ef the Ouoman 
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Empite; and several caravans, laden with 
Tarkish and Grecian merchandize, passing 
from Constantinople to different parts of 
| Germany, have, lately, been plundered on 
the frontiers. ——- Many of the inhabitants 
of Suabia, and Wurtemburg have been per- 
suaded to emigrate to the Upraine. Coo- 
siderable numbers recently embarked on 
the Danube, for Hungary, whence they 
continued their route, by land, to Russian- 
Poland. ——A Russian squadron, com- 
manded by Admiral Krusenstern, and des- 
tined to circumnavigate the globe, sailed 
from Cronstadt on the 23d of July.—-— An 
ordinance of neutrality, forbidding all the 
subjects of bis Imperial Majesty to enter the 
service of France or England, either by sea 
or land, was published at Vienna on the 
7th of August. —— His Britannic Majesty, 
as Elector of Hanover, has pro'ested against 
the Convention of the 5th of July, as baving 
been <oncluded without his knowledge or 
authority. —— The ratification of the Con- 
vention, concluded on the 15th of June, be- 
tween the French, Batavian, and Italian Re- 
publics, relative to military operations against 
England, have been exchanged at Brussels, 
on the 24th of July. —— The blockade of 
the Elbe has produced the greatest distress 
in the City of Hamburgh, and in all the 
places dependent on the navigation of that 
Tiver, —&- The Neapolitan troops, which 
were sent to garrison Malta, have retarned 
in detached bodiesto Messina, Syracuse, and 
| other ports of Sicily. ——-An American 
squadron is collecting at Messina, whence, 
afier obtaining some Neapolitan gun-boats 
it will sail, on an expedition against Tripoli. 

Domestic.——The special commission 
for the trial of the rebels im Ireland, ws 
opened on the 24th of August, when, after 
a charge made to the grand jury by justice 
Downes, bills of indietmrent were found 
against sixteen persons. —— A proclama- 
tion was issued on the 20:h, by the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin. ordering all the inbabi- 
tants to remain withing their houses, from 
nine o'clock im the evening until six in the 
‘morning, and to affix to their doors, lists of 
all the persons residing in the house.— — 
|} Martial law has been protlaimmed in the 
counties of Kildsre and! Westmeath.——Se- 
veral of the principal conspirators among 
whom is the brother of Counsellor Emmet, 
have been taken, and many s of aris, 
have beet discovered. ‘In ote which was 
found in Thomas Street, were 17,000 pikes, 
1} boxes of powder, 14 bundles of canneo 
powder, 42,000 rounds of ball cartridg® 








246 hand crenades, 156 grappling irons, 204 
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various other articles of military stores. 
[t is reported that, on Sunday last, fires 
broke out in three different parts of Dublin, 
and that, although every exertion was made 
by the sokdiers, and well disposed inhabi- 
tants of the city to extinguish them, they 
caused very extensive destruction, —— The 
createst diseatisfaction prevails throughout 
England, in consequence of the refusal of 
government to acoept the offers of all the 
volunteer corps which have tendered their 
services. Some of these corps have declared 
that their number shall not be lessened, and 
that government shall either have all or 
none, and others more enraged, have deter- 
mined to disband themselves. —-—* Much of- 
fence has been given in the neighbourhood 
of the metropolis, by the riotous and disor- 
derly conduct of some of the volunteers.— 
For some days past reports have been in cir- 
culation of a conspiracy in Jamaica, but let- 
ters from Port Henderson, dated on the 3d 
of July, are silent on the subject. 
Mitirary.——Detachments "of French 
conscripts are daily arriving in Hanover, for 
the purpose of being armed and clothed at 
the expense of the Hanoverians. The 
troops now in the Electorate are to be reduced 
(0 12,000 men, who will be commanded by 
Gen. Montrichard : the rest, under the com- 
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mand of Gen. Mortier, will form a part of 
the army destined for the invasion ef Eng- 
land. _ A park is forming, in the environs of 
the City of Hanover, of all ‘the artillery, 
Kc. belonging to the Hanoverian army, 
Which, together with that at Kameln, will 
supply the place of the French artillery sent 
'o Breda. ——-Great preparations are making 
in Hanover to aid in the invasion of Eng- 
land. All the carpenters are pressed into 
the service, andtimber sufficient for the con- 
struction of 160 flat-bottomed-boats is to be 
a from the forests of Lanenburgh.—— 
8 are raising a legion of Hanove- 
he who are to take an oath of allegiance 
we, ¢ French Republic. Gen. Cassagnes 
Gen, ta his head-quarters at Gouda, and 
ea emonceau is mustrring all the Bata- 
stile in North-Holland, whither the 

a ma which was at Gorsel-Heath, has 
OF the — Gen. Brune has the command 
aia, atavian troops in Zealand.— Large 
ne ohn, troops are constantly’arriving on 
asts of Belcium, where an army of 





eau ‘is forming under the comarand 


Augereau : the head-quarters’ will 


be ar: . 

pie aes. Gen. Massena is to have the 

0 ma Of the ‘army assembling near St; 
Ne 


¥4t-—Oo ‘the 19th of July, Captain 








1803. [346 


Aylmer, in the Wasp, captured the French 
Privateer Le Desespoir, pierced for 10 guns, 
and carrying 28 men; three days from 
Hodierne. It is reported that: Lord Nel- 
son has taken possession of the City and 
Fort of Messina, and has declared, that if 
the French occupy Naples, he will occupy 
Sicily.—-— A British squadron is blockading 
the Island of Guadaloupe. Freo oh privae 
teers are fitting out in many of the Spanish 
ports, and British prizes are frequently car~ 
ried in there and sold.——Several smaif 
vessels at Stadt and Harbourg are preparing 
to descend the Elbe, for the purpose of 
compelling the British vessels to raise the 
blockade of that river.——The following is 
a statement of the present distribution of 
the British Naval Force. 
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In Port and fitting, andwith |, | 
sealed orders .....-++++++,17, 2} 24) © 








Guard Sbips........2--++-++| 6 6| 0 
English and Irish Channels ..} 17) 2] 24 29 
Downs and North Sea ...... 9} 1| 25 43 
West-Indies and Passage ....| 3) | to! 13 
Jamaica OO as 5 wilds pe os 04 | 0| 3 
America and Newioundland..| 0) 2| 7 
Cape of G. Hope, East-lndies,| 5) 4 S| 
Coast of Africa ........-.5. 0 oe 0: 
‘Portugal and Gibraltar ...... 5} 0) 2 

5 


Mediterranean and on Passage | 1 | 2) 15) | 
‘Hospital and Prison Ships ..| 7| 0) 3 o 
Total in Commission ..} 97/16 124,16 


sal 4 

















Receiving Ships ,......+--+- 

Serviceable and repairing .... 10! 1} 19 

Am Oscimary .. ee cece ee eens 7a! 7| 64 

Building 1... eeceeerescenne 9 0 11 
Batak ie bu 10425 2)8)207 

ORDINARY. 

| POTESINOULIA. 6.0.0 oc dicewecdiceas 27; 1: 22) 7 

Plymouth .....-6+++eeee-+++| 29 2 JG) 4 

GNORTEMD co cneccceccsoscc ges 20° Sam 

OUUINURG Bcd Secece scccccesl BLO J7ncm 

River SPiesde Cet Olevediees 2 0 23] 8 

Total....] 98 9 83! 97 
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SUMMARY OF POLLTICS, 


ConTiInenTaL Powens.-<—The hope 
which were, some time ago, entertained 0 
our obtaining the co-operation of :a part of 
the continental powers, seem now to have 
vanished. Austria is resolved not’ to move ; 
Russia is afraid: to stir with ministers suck 
as“~we hayé at present, aud Prossia,, though 
once upon the pointof marching an aft 
to the protection of Hanover, will now sufe 
fer any injury froin the blockade of the Elbe 
and! the Weser-rathenthan take part in the 
war. Itie certginghowever, that, on 


the 23d of May, the King of Prussia signed 
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an order for puttirg ffiy thousand men in 
readiness to march for the protection of Ha- 
nover; bot, having set out for Magdeburg, 
in the night of the 23d or 24th of May, he 
there, by the advice of Beymé, revoked the 


order. Haugwitz, minister for foreign af- 
fairs, Schulemberg, minister of state, Ficld 
Marsha!i Meeiendorff, and even Lombard, 
secretary and cabinet coun‘ellor for exterior 
relations, are said all to have approved of 
the order ; and, it is stated, that, in conse- 
quence of the revocation, Haugwitz has 
obtained leave to visit bis estates in Silesia, 
where he now is. It is well known, that 
leave of ausciice of this sort, in the courts 
upon the continent, are frequently regarded 
a$ resignations, oz dismissions, from office, 
in the same way, that leave to travel is 
sometinies regarded asa sentence of banish- 
ment.— This intelligence, on the authenti- 
city of which our readers may place a per- 
fect reliance, shows, in a very striking light, 
the iaubecility of our ministers and their 
agents.. We long ago complained of the 
suing of so experienced, so every way 
Poht a person as Mr. Jackson, to a court 
Bike that of Berlin. What should such a 
man as Mr. Jackson do? how is it possible 
that-he should ever gain over any one to 
his opinion, even supposing bim to hit upon 
@ right opinion himself? he has been a con- 
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possessed by that House again. © The loss 
of Hanover, too, falls in with the prejo- 
dice of the people of this country, who 
think they have got rid of a burithen; a 
prejudice whieh the ministers are not 
ashamed #0 encourage, while they affect to 
regard themselves and their adherents as 
bring exclusively the ‘ friends of the King.” 
Against the further effects of their triend- 
ship, may God defend His Majesty aad his 
Royal House ! 

VoLtuntreer Corrs.—When we were, in 
our last sheet, endeavouring to describe some 
of the evil consequences likely to result from 
this system ; when we were styling these 
corps ‘¢ seminaries. of indiscipline,” we 
hardly imagined, that, with all their com- 
mittees, and their presidents, and their reso- 
lutions, and their votes, -and their elections, 
we should so soon have witnessed the veri- 
fication of our remarks, We published on 
Saturday, and on Monday wé found oue of 
these bodies of ‘* defenders” debiberating 
upon ab order received from the war office, 
and coming toa resolution, ‘ one and ail,” 
not to obey it: that is to say, they were in 
a state of downright mutiny, for. which, if 
they, had been under laws, such as are alone 
fit for soldiers, every tenth man of them 
ought to have been shot.—The causes of 


| the disconteats amongst the volunteer-corps 


sul; his education has been commercial, | 


rather than political, and his notions are, 
We dure say, confined within the narrow 
Compass of ys little parsimonious bureau. 
Is it in the power of such a man to make 
converts to his views ? Can he carry convic- 
Vion tothe mind of a hesitating statesman ? 
The rank, talents, information, and man- 
Nersof an ambassador should be such as to 
render his society at once an honour and a 
pleasure. What honour should M. Beymé, 
for sustance, perceive io associating with 
Mr. Jackson ; what information could he 
derive from him ; how could he possibly 
care any thing about him ?—But, however 
unfit this ambassador may*be in other re- 
Spovts, as the representative of our ministry, 
he is. by no meaus inadequate to his situa- 
tion; and, if they were ail in the service of 
the Lite Turtle, or some other monarch of 
the na elgg a woods, we should have 
po objection to their living and dying in 
ottice.—There can be no deabe shah if we 
bad bad an able ministry at home, and an 
bie ambassador at Berlin, Hanover would 
fhe tieae 









have been in quiet possession of 
¢ House of Brunswick ; whereas; we now 
monk Wt very probable, that, unless a very 


ana Very speedy change takes place in 
Councils of this country, it never will be 





Sew . 
men require to be briefly stated, previous to 


any remarks as to the mode of restoring 
harmony in the country. Phe ministers 
have, all along, proceeded apon the maxim, 
that their places are to be kept by no other 
means than that of following the humours of 
the people. Upon this maxim they delayed 
the measures for defence, ti}, to, use their 
own words, ‘* the people ealled for them ; 

and, upon this maxim, fir ding that the Ge- 
neral Arming Bill, which provided for the 
compulsory drilling of persons of all. ranks, 
was not very well received, they availed 
themselves of the clause relative to volua- 
teer-corps, and immediately pressed the Jord 
lieutenants to obtain as many volunteers 4s 
possible,—The Geveral Arming Bill was 
amended.by another, and the ministers ac- 
quired new popularity from the suspension 
of the.provisions.relative to the compulsory 
drill... Inthe mean-time, volunteering weat 
vigorously on, thousands and hundreds ot 
thousands, of ail ages, were daily pressing 


forward in. the.cause of their country, till, 


in a very short time, there was, We afe '° 
formed, a million of men, whose names 
had been enrolled as members of voluntect 
corps. Upon perceiving this propensity '° 
volunteering, Mr. Sheridan, whose “, tt0° 
English feeling,” like the tears of a 4 
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edian, may at all times be considered as a 
perfectly disposable force, saw a fair oppor- 
tunity of ingratiating himself with all the 
weaker, and, for this purpose, the better 
part of the male population of the kingdom; 
and, with this view be brought forward the 
memorable vote of thanks, a correct copy of 
which, together with a correct copy of the 
speaker's circular Jetier, will be found in 
the preceding pages of this sheet.* Our 
readers will recollect, that we objected to 
this vote of thanks on several grounds, but 
particularly as it gave so high and so solemn 
a sanction to the system of volunteer corps, 
to the prejudice of every other sort of ser- 
vice. Weexpressly stated, that men were 
rushing into these corps, not from ‘a desire 
tobe foremost in meeting the enemy; but, 
on the contrary, with a view of avoiding 
the risk of such a meeting at any time 
whatever; they have, said we, “ put on a 
“ soldier's habit to avoid a soldier's duty.” 
This soon became apparent even to the 
ministers themselves, who, to their utter 
surprize and consternation, discovered, that 
the acts which had been passed, exempted 
te members of volunteer corps, not only 
from the compulsory drill, as provided for 
by the General Arming Act, but also from 
ail the effect of all the provisions of the 
army of Heserve, and even the Militia Acts, 
In short, it was, on or about the 18th of 
August, found out by the ministers, that, 
by a fair interpretation of the several acts, 
compared with one another, the volunteer 
corps would be a sanctuary for all those who 
ito crowding into them. But, to render 
sitet the, solomiese epee: the’ denger ek 
ieee. ger of 
coming a soldier in the army of reserve, 
coos Raa - the militia, it was ne- 
shoul he 1e ee of service of his corps 
fe Srens bY His Majesty. This 
the growls xii x ri nea to check 
Ang. 18th y aro as letter dated 
er pero ~ art 30 orms the lieute- 
«which wii ck at the inconventence 
o- yfaiglama re unavoidably arise from car- 
pr ie A ple to'aul unlimited 

e antherta! ps tig his Majesty not to 
“ lunteer cor Hote ied additional nel 
“ where th P € raised’ in any county 
¢ number of effective member 

of these corps,’ inclodi mbers 
shall exiaen lentes nding the’ yeomanry, 
militia, *eceaten amount of ‘six times the 
ein.» Usive Of the’ supplementary 
maint Correct 
0 be dis 


fursel ves fo 
thege tities grammar of the sense of cither of 
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»,We mean authentic; for, we beg 
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« quota.” Before this notification was res 
ceived, and had been fully explained (for 
every word these men utter requires explana- 
tion,) the number of volunteers had, “in 
many places, amounted to five or six times 
that of tie militia. Reduction, therefore, is 
now become the order of the day. Some ot 
the persons, who have enrolled themselves, 
or, as they phrase it, “ sighed the declara- 
‘ tion,” must be rejected; and, whether 
they are vexed at being excluded from a 
participation ia Mr. Sheridan’s thanks, ‘or’ at 
being again exposed to the army of reserve 
and the militia, certain it is, that they are’ 
extremely angry with the mibisters, with 
respect to the ignorance, imbecility, indeci- 
sion, and pusillanimity, of whom, they 
have, at Jast, adopted oar opinion. ‘The offers 
of the men we by no means applaud ; because, 
though some of them were, doubtless, actuated 
by public spiri‘ed motives, the far greater 
part of them evidently were not, else they 
would now quietly submit to be exciuded. 
We rejoice at the reduction, be the cause 
what it may, inasmuch as we prefer a less 
evil to a greater. But, whatever may have 
been the motives of the vojunteers, what- 
ever may be the magnitude of the evil 
prevented by the measure which bas given 
them umbrage, it must be confessed, that 
the conduct of the ministers, in this respect, 
has been most ‘scandalous, if sot. bighly 
criminal. On the 30th of July, they in- 
form the lieutenants of counties, that “ it 
is the opinion of His Majesty's confdeu- 
tial servants” [a phrase, by the bye, 
which ‘they use with ‘great ostentation) 
“ that, in all places where volunteer corps 
‘can be formed, ‘upon such conditions as 
“ His Majesty shall approve, it) would be 
6 desirable, that EVERY encouURAGEMENT, 
© should be given for that purpose, such an. 
‘“ arrangement being calculated to, con- 
* centrate the force, to promote the con 
“ venience of the pitblic, and to render it 
* unnecessary to have recourse to the com~ 
“ pulsory clauses of the act.” © On the] 3d 
of August, addressing themselves. to the 
same persons, they say: “ the necessity of 
“6 the earlicst attention being given to the 
6 training and exercise is so generally felt; 
“ that [ am persuaded your lordship’s in- 
“ structions for that purpose will have their 
“ due weight, and that they will be framed 

“ with a proper regard, as fat a% is, cone 
sistent with the utgency of the conjuncture, 

“ to local circumstances,” »/Whaty then, 

had happened’ between. the:!3d -and the 

1sth of August) to rendet drilling unne- 

cessary (for the letter, of the s8th puts 

a stop toit), and to render the ‘volunteer 



















351] COBBETT'S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. (352 


system inconvenient? On the 3d of August , 


the *' confidential servants” were of opinion 
“ that EVERY excounacemenrt should be 
“« given” to the system; and, one of their 
seasons was, that it would “ promote the 
** convenience of the public:” but, on the 
18th of August, they discover an “ incon- 
“ wenience which must unavoidably arise” 
from this yery saras system! No; say they, 
not from the system, but from carrying it fo 
an “unlimited extent.” Why, then, did 
ou not fix the bounds of the extent? 
‘hy did you order “ that ¢very encou- 
** ragement” should be given to the sys- 
tem? Asd who was to understand from 
such instructions any thing short of a de- 
sire to obtain as many volunteers as possible, 
and to limit the system within no other 
hounds, than those of the population of the 
country? The fact is, that they had brought 
in and caused to be passed, laws, the mean- 
ing of which they themselves did not un- 
derstand; and, when they discovered their 
mischievous effect, they were compelled, 
though at the risk of plunging the country 
into discontent, to issue orders, the opera- 
tion of whigh, should be to nullify the 
principal previsions of these laws. They 
now find, that their favourite volunteers, 
to whom they called apon parliament to 
pass a vote of thanks, will, if continued, 
render the ballots for the militia and the 
Army of Reserve an intolerable barthen 
upon those, who remain to be balloted; and, 
it must be evident, that injustice would be 
absolutely unbearable, as it would put it in 
the powerof the commilice of the volontecr 
corps of any parish, not only to choose who 
should be admitied into the corps, ‘haz 
would be nothing, bat, who should be ex- 
empted fiom ibe militia and tbe Army of Re- 
serve! And, this is the case even now, 
wherever there is 2 volunteer corps, upon 
the new establishment, whose offer of ser- 
vice is, or shall be, accepted by the King. 
Suppose Mr. Sheridan, for instance, obtains 
@ promise from the lord lieutenant to have 
the offer.of a corps, which he shall raise, 
accepted by his Majesty. The volunteering 
tleman goes to work, in his parish, and 
rst he makes up acommittee. This com- 
mittee open their, books; and, as they have 
an absolute pawer, of admitting or rejecting, 
ali.those:whom they choose will be admitted, 


of course, exempted from the ballot of 
: and Army.of Reserye; and, all 
whom they do notchogse to admit will 
liable tothose ballots. Did the parlia- 
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ment ever intend this? did they ever intend 
to pass into a lawany thing at once so creelly 
and so insultingly oppressive ? The ministers 
now perceive this, and they perceive, too, that 
the volunteer-corps system has produced a 
stagnation in the recruiting for the army, 
which would rather have been ‘assisted than 
impeded by the general training, especially of 
the peasantry. Afraid, however, even now, 
to take a manly and decisive part, they have 
adopted the miserable expedient of supernu- 
meraries to the volanteer corps, which super- 
numeraries are to find their own arms, and 
are to claim no exemption from the ballots of the 
militia ard Army of Reserve, than which there 
never was a measure better calculated for 
the perpetuating of discontent, and for ex- 
citing ill-will and quarrels amongst those, 
op whom we are taught to rely for defence 
against the enemy. Thus do these feeble 
creatures, whom God, in chastisement for 
our supineness, has permitted to be placed 
aver us, blunder on from folly to folly, 
creating, wherever they move, nothing but 
confusion; and yet they demand more im- 
plicit confidence from the parliament and 


| the people, than the ablest and wisest mi- 


nisters ever dared to hdpe for: Six months 


it is now, since His Majesty informed his 


parliament, that there was immihent danger 
of invasion; and, except from the sources 
which existed previous to that ‘time, not one 
single soldier has been obrained for the de- 
fence of the country! But, we trust, that, 
because the public servants of the state fail 
in their duty ; the people will not fail to per- 
forth the great duty, which they owe totheir 
Sovereign and their country ; but rather (o 
make so much the greater exertions ; (0 
learn so much the more to depend on their 
own hearts and hands; and, without 
regard to the wavering imbecility of 20 
incapable administration, to work out, % 
they may, their own political salvation, not 
with fear and trembling, bat ‘with’ fortitads 
and manly resolution, | 


——— 





cP We are co Hed to. postpone, till ovr 
next, several copies od which Le sate to offer 
some observations, particularly the publicatio™® 
ales.—W¢ 
are glad to hear that our remarks on the Liov? $ 
Funo ate likely to put @ stop to that system of 
quackery. ; ’ | 

A. B. is requested to address his papers direc” 
to the Editor, and not to send them, as he br 
therto has done, by a circuitous route. 

ExeaTa Last sheet, p. 297, 1. 40, for ‘ G+": 
sone” read ** Garonne ;” p. 303, I. Jo, for “ boats 


read * body.” 
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